Adam and Eve had it made. They lived in paradise, with unlimited access to God. He would walk in the garden in the cool parts of the day. God was with them, and they could spend time with him anytime they wanted. Doesn’t it sound amazing? Unlimited access to the Creator! 
There was just one rule. They could eat from any of the plants in the garden except one. They must not eat the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden; the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Now, imagine you’re in a room by yourself and there’s a chocolate cake on the table. It’s got three layers and it’s decorated with shiny icing. But you’ve been told you must not eat it. Maybe at first you ignore the cake. But then you feel a little hungry and the cake looks really tasty. And then you’re tummy starts to rumble and you can’t stop thinking about the taste of that chocolate cake. You try really hard not to give in, to leave the cake alone. The harder you try not think about the cake, the more you want to. Maybe you’ll just touch the icing with a finger, surely that won’t hurt? But that little taste is so good, you just can’t help having more, and suddenly half the cake is in your tummy.
That’s called temptation. And that’s what Adam and Eve were dealing with. Until one day, it just got too much and they decided to eat the forbidden fruit. They disobeyed God. That’s called sin.
That evening, when God came to walk with them in the garden, they didn’t rush to meet him. Instead they hid, because they were ashamed of what they had done. God was angry, and God was hurt. Adam and Eve had to leave the garden where they had unlimited access to God, and the way back in was blocked by angels with flaming swords.
And that’s how it stayed for a long time. Adam and Eve’s sin had put a barrier between God and his people.  
When God’s people spent time in the wilderness, waiting for God to lead them to the Promised Land, they were given the ten commandments; a set of rules for how to behave. How to treat God and how to treat each other. They people built a special box to keep the rules in, and this was a place where God would meet with the leaders.
When they reached the Promised Land, God’s people built him a temple, a special church where they could go to worship God. They put the special box in the temple and they hung a huge curtain in front of it. God stayed behind the curtain. Anyone could go to the temple to worship God, but only the most important people, the priests, were allowed to go behind the curtain into the place where God was. The curtain acted like a big “keep out” sign, and that’s how it stayed until Jesus. 
Because you see, God wants everyone to know him. God wants us all to have unlimited access to him. But our sin makes a barrier between us, just like the angels with their fiery swords, or the curtain in the temple. And so God sent the greatest gift he possibly could. His only son, Jesus!
Jesus was born as a tiny baby, in a stable. When he grew up he was a great teacher, telling people the truth about God. Not that God judges and punishes us, but that God loves us. He taught how God wants to know and for us to know him. Jesus taught about sin, about how the choices we make act as a “keep out” sign that stop us knowing God. Jesus talked about how he and God had a plan. A difficult plan, but an important one. A plan that would break that “keep out” sign once and for all.
Then one dark, dark day, it was time. Jesus was crucified, nailed to a cross to suffer the most painful death. He was treated like a criminal, even though he had done nothing wrong. But because God loves us so much, he sent Jesus to take all the punishment for everything God’s people had ever done wrong, and for anything they would ever do wrong in the future! It must have been agony. In fact, it hurt God so much that he couldn’t watch, and Jesus called out, asking “my God, why have you left me?”
And then Jesus died. 
At that very moment, something amazing happened. The temple curtain tore from top to bottom. The barrier between God and his people, between God and us, was broken. Thanks to Jesus’ love for us and his great sacrifice, unlimited access to God was restored for all God’s people, forever.
