Jesus had had a busy three years since his baptism. He had taught in synagogues, towns and on mountain tops. He had healed people who were blind, who couldn’t walk, and who had incurable diseases. He had fed more than 5000 people from five loaves and two fish. He had raised three people from the dead. He had challenged the religious establishment and teachings of the time. 
He was so popular that crowds followed him wherever he went. But he also made the rulers of the time scared, so scared that they were plotting to have him killed.
Through the gospels, the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus is presented as a place of sanctuary; somewhere Jesus could go to be looked after. Mary, Martha and Lazarus didn’t ask anything of him. Even when Lazarus was dead in his tomb, the sisters expected nothing from Jesus, other than that he be there to mourn his friend. And now, as he was facing the end of his mission, he chose to go there and spend time with his friends.
Through their friendship, Mary, Martha and Lazarus became disciples of Jesus, and we can learn a lot about what that means by looking at their actions.
What is a disciple anyway?
It’s simple. A disciple is anyone who chooses to follow Jesus. Being a disciple is a journey where we learn more about Jesus and, through our actions and experiences, become more like him.
So let’s look at Mary, Martha and Lazarus, and see what they can teach us about being disciples.
First, Martha. In that first meeting told in the Bible, Martha was busy. Busy cleaning, and cooking, fussing as she looked after her guests. And she was frustrated that she was doing all this alone, as her sister sat and listened to Jesus. Jesus, on this occasion, gave her a mild telling off; “Martha, dear Martha, you’re fussing far too much and getting yourself worked up over nothing. One thing only is essential, and Mary has chosen it.”
In the account of their last meeting, Martha is still doing those things, but without the fuss. She has been changed by their friendship, seeming to have learnt the importance of serving as an act of love and worship, rather than of duty.
Second, Mary. From their first gathering, she is shown as sitting at Jesus’ feet, listening to all he had to say and learning from him. She, too, was transformed by their relationship and we see her kneeling at his feet, pouring over expensive perfume and mopping it with her hair. This was an act of true devotion; she was giving everything she had. She was unashamed as she showed her love for Jesus. 
And she was humble. The Bible tells us how kings would be anointed with oils. Yet Mary anointed Jesus’ feet; to anoint his head would be an honour she didn’t feel worthy of. 
Finally, Lazarus. Not long earlier, he was dead, but Jesus brought him back to life after three days in the tomb. Now, he is shown reclining at the table, relaxed in a position that shows how comfortable he was simply being with Jesus.
These events point to the events of Holy Week – Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a humble donkey, anointed on his feet, not his head, as an unconventional king; a final meal with his friends; his death on the cross; and finally his resurrection on the third day.
Yet for us, there is a lot to learn about being disciples. Perhaps we need to read this account as a challenge. A challenge to consider how we act and let ourselves be changed as disciples of Christ.
We need to serve like Martha. Not out of duty, but out of love for Christ and love for others.
We need to listen and learn like Mary, through our Bible study and prayers. We need to show our devotion freely and generously, without being ashamed and hiding away. And we need to be humble, recognising Christ as king over our lives.
Lastly, we need to be like Lazarus, spending time in the company of Jesus, not demanding, simply being.
When we adopt these characteristics of being disciples, then we can truly show our love to God as we worship and serve him with joy, faith and obedience.
