Sin.
Such a short word. Three letters. Three points on a scrabble board. But not one we really talk about.
So what is sin?
Simply, sin is anything that takes us further from God. It can be hurting God, or another person or living creature, through our thoughts, words and actions. It can be doing something we know is wrong, even if it doesn’t harm anyone. It can even be not doing something we know is right. Essentially, it comes down to what we could call “bad choices.”
With small children, conversations about “bad choices” tend to revolve around listening, throwing indoors, taking toys from our siblings and raiding the chocolate tin without permission. As adults, we know that there are many, often more complicated, choices that we make on a daily basis.
No one ever makes “good choices” all the time. To do that, we would need to be robots, programmed to make a specific set of actions in a specific way, and never doing differently. God could have easily made us humans into robot-like beings. But he didn’t because he doesn’t want a world full of people offering meaningless devotion. Instead, because he loves us, God created us with the freedom to choose our own actions. It means we can get it spectacularly wrong at times, but it also means that when we choose relationship with God, it is so much better.
When we make bad choices in life, we deserve and normally receive punishment. It might be time out, or sitting on the naughty step or losing screen time. As adults, there may be financial penalties, or even time in prison for more serious crimes. 
Back in Jesus’ time though, punishment looked a bit different. It might have involved a fine, or removal of property, but it could also involve beatings or death by one of several methods. The worst of all was crucifixion; being nailed to a cross to die. This is the punishment that Jesus faced when the Roman courts condemned him.
The thing is, we know that all of us are guilty of sin, or making “bad choices.” We deserve to pay the price for this. Jesus wasn’t guilty. We believe that he was the Son of God, and we believe he didn’t sin. So why did he find himself, as we read this morning, going to the cross to die?
The answer to this is love. As humans with the gift of free choice, we all sin. God sees this, but still loves us and wants a relationship with us. The Old Testament is full of examples of people sinning, God punishing them, and the people getting it wrong all over again. Jesus was God’s plan to solve the problem once and for all.
Rather than punishing each of us every time we sin, he would send his son Jesus to live in the world, as we do. And Jesus, because he loves us, chose to take all our punishments at once. 
Thomas Aquinas, an Italian monk and theologian who lived around 800 years ago wrote “friendship makes two persons one in love”. When we choose to be friends with Jesus, this is what happens. We become one with Jesus and the punishment he took on the cross is ours too.
It’s like in the demonstration Vanessa did earlier. We start off clean, but we become dirtied by sin. When we choose to invite Jesus to be our friend, he removes all our sin and makes us new. 
In the reading we heard this morning, Jesus said “father forgive them.” Even as he suffered the pain of crucifixion, his thoughts were with those he loved. This forgiveness is why we can have a close and personal relationship with God, just like he wanted all along.
But it’s also an example we need to follow. There is a modern-day phrase about friendship; “I don’t shine if you don’t shine.” We can shine because he suffered. And when we follow his teachings, Jesus also shines bright for all to see. Our love for our friends should be like Jesus’ love for us. When we act like Jesus, when we offer forgiveness, we are also offering a glimpse of God’s love for all to see.
This is the challenge of the cross. We need to feel the guilt of our sin, but we also need to accept the gift of forgiveness, so we can know the full depth of God’s love.
