Elijah was a prophet. He makes a rather sudden appearance in the Bible narrative at the time of King Ahab, at the start of 1 Kings 17. Now, King Ahab was, by all accounts, a rather unpleasant man. He committed many sins, including building temples and monuments to false gods. Enter Elijah, declaring in the name of God that there will be a drought for several years, until he says otherwise. That’s some entrance!
Read on and we find that God sent Elijah to live by a stream, where there was water to drink, and ravens brought him food morning and night. And then, one day, the stream dried up. Not exactly a surprise, considering the drought Elijah had announced. And that’s where we picked up the story this morning, near the beginning of Elijah’s ministry.
God spoke to Elijah; “Go to Zarepheth and there’s a widow who will feed you.” Elijah did just that. 
These few short verses paint a picture of Elijah as a man who had a deep trust in God. He trusted enough to face up to a wicked king, to camp by a stream and rely on birds to feed him, and he trusted enough to journey again when he was told a widow, a stranger, would feed him.
The widow was not having an easy time. Her husband had died, leaving her alone with her young son. It would have been a difficult life at the best of times; with no man to look after them, they would have struggled for money and for food. And now there was a drought; no rain had fallen in a long time, the ground had dried up and the harvest had failed. It was hopeless. In fact, that’s just what the widow said in response to Elijah’s request for bread; “I only have a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a bottle. Now I am gathering sticks for a fire so I can bake a small loaf of bread for my son and me. After we eat it, we will have no more food and we will die.”
Can you imagine being in that situation? Knowing that the food you have is the last meal you will ever eat? And here is a man, a stranger, asking you to give it to him. What would you do?
Most of us, if we’re really honest, would not have shared our last meal with a stranger. And the widow also wasn’t keen to share, at least at first.
But Elijah was persistent; “Don’t be afraid. Bake the bread but make a small loaf for me first. Then there will be plenty left for you and your son. The Lord says the little olive oil and flour you have will last until he sends rain and the crops grow again.”
In these words the widow recognised that Elijah was sent by God. And she trusted him. She had just enough flour and olive oil to feed herself and her son one last time. And what did she choose to do with it? She gave it all to feed Elijah. What a gift! And what a huge statement of her faith in God!
Because of this trust, the woman was rewarded. She was expecting to die, but her supplies didn’t run out. Instead, through God’s grace, she was provided with flour and olive oil until the crops grew and the harvest could be gathered in again. Instead of death, she received bread of life.
How do you answer when you are asked to give? Do you trust that God will provide? Because here’s the thing; God has already provided. He sent his son Jesus, who called himself the “bread of life,” declaring “whoever comes to me will never go hungry.” The reward the widow received is nothing compared to the prize we will receive when we follow her example and trust God with everything we have. 
It seems at times that we don’t have much to give. Or maybe that what we are asked to give is too much. But the story of Elijah and the widow shows us that when we trust God with everything, even if it’s only a tiny amount, then God will take care of us
So do you trust that God will provide? Or are you afraid? 
What does God want you to give? What do you need to trust God with?
Do you give your all, even when it’s not very much? Or do you hold back?
These are the questions we all need to answer on our faith journey. When we answer them and learn to fully rely on God, our lives will be made all the richer.
