Imagine the scene: you’ve heard stories about a man called Jesus, rumours that he’s been healing people who are sick and making them well. And now he’s coming to Capernaum, your hometown! Of course you’re going to be there! 
You join the crowds, and you squeeze into the house where Jesus is. It’s hot, it’s gloomy and there’s no space to move. You’re listening to every word he says, fascinated by all he is telling you.
Suddenly there’s a noise from above. A scrabbling sound. Voices. And then there are bits of mud and straw falling down. Light shines in. A hand appears. The hole gets bigger and you see there are four men up there, tearing apart the roof. What on earth are they doing?!
And then it gets dimmer again, something is being lowered through the hole… it’s a man! On a stretcher! 
As the stretcher settles on the floor, you look up to where the light is streaming through again. The four men are all peering eagerly over the edge, waiting to see what happens now.
You look back to Jesus. What will he say, having been so rudely interrupted? What will he do? Everyone waits, the room is humming with anticipation. 
And then he speaks, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Well that’s not what you were expecting. 
No one moves. No one talks. But then Jesus turns to the religious teachers like he knows what they are thinking. “Why do you think I don’t have the authority to forgive sins? It’s just as easy to say ‘your sins are forgiven’ as it is to say ‘get up and walk.’ But I’m the Son of Man and God has given me authority. I’ll prove it.” 
He turns to the man on the mat. “Get up, pick up your mat, and go home.”
There’s a pause, as everyone looks at the man. He rolls slowly to his side. He pushes up to his knees. And then he stands up straight! He bends down, picks up his mat and the crowd parts so he can walk out the door.
The crowd erupts in noisy chatter, and people start praising God; you’ve never seen anything like this before! 
- - -
There are two groups of people in this story who offer a window into our own experience of faith in Jesus. 
The first is the crowd and the religious teachers, who went excited but then doubted Jesus at the critical moment. These people saw in Jesus someone exciting, a good teacher who can heal the sick. But they didn’t appreciate the reality, that Jesus is in fact the Son of God. They saw something extraordinary as the paralysed man was lowered through the roof, but they doubted Jesus when he behaved in an unexpected way. They doubted his authority to forgive sins and didn’t see that Jesus is the promised Messiah, who can and does offer so much more than just physical healing. It wasn’t until they saw a miracle that they truly believed.
The second group is the four men, who brought their friend to Jesus. When they reached the building, they couldn’t get inside. It would seem that their only options were to wait for Jesus to eventually leave, and hope they could get his attention, or to give up and go home. But no, instead they took the extreme option, the one no one would consider; they climbed the stairs to the roof, tore it open and lowered their friend inside. They showed a determination to get to Jesus, no matter the cost. 
Which of these groups do you fit into? Are you determined in your faith? When life gets hard and there are barriers in your path, do you turn to Jesus, or do you start to doubt?
Or are you like the men and their friend, determined to walk with Jesus regardless of the barriers in your way?
Many of us are like the first group. It is easy to have faith when life is going as we planned, but all too often, our faith wavers and we doubt when life gets tricky. This is when we need to remember this story. It’s not just a story of a miracle; of a man who was able to walk. It’s a story of determination; of a group who were so desperate to get to Jesus they let nothing get in their way. 
And the reward for that determination was huge. Not just physical healing for their friend, but also spiritual healing. The forgiveness of sins. And along with the forgiveness that comes from belief in Jesus, comes the promise of eternal life. The promise that, one day, the barriers will be overcome, there will be no more sadness, no more pain, as all things are made new, through Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
This is the true miracle, the reward for a faith in Christ that may wobble at times, but ultimately holds firm. Sometimes, this is hard. After all, we are only human. And that’s the final lesson in the story. It’s a story of the importance of friendship in building and maintaining a strong faith. After all, the paralysed man couldn’t have got to Jesus without his friends. When the barriers in our life feel too big, we need to lean on our friends, so they can share the load and help us to see Jesus in the turmoil.

